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,; The l egend of t he Third Degree. 

~ 
The ancient gildo of opor ve Mt.cons dating froc 1100 A. n • 

....re dintiDgUiohed:trom e.11 othe:rs by the fb.ct tbclt t hey e.lone 
pretJerva a traditional ldatory. Thia i s outlined o.nd may 
still be rena in.the oo c.:..lled "Ancient charges", t he e....rl iest 
copy now in exi.atence, being ~he eub~ect of 1IJ3 former paper 
t o the Society, o.nd finding origin in the deya of Wycllf, 
L- ngland and Chaucer. But this tr ... ditional history i e not 
tLe l egend of our t hird degree . It makes no mention •f ru.ram 
tho s on of the \l - , Master builder of E:. s. nor of the man..,..~r 
of hie death. 

Our legend of the Master apr.e r a quite suddenly in the 
records of t ho Craft , about 1720, ~nd t o date all ef~orts 
t o trace it t o u.n earlier date nd f ind ita origin have proved 
unavailing. It bus llUlJ\Y oounterpurta and correspondences 

mong the tr~ditiona and awoteries of the Ancients , but it 
is i teelfJewul.iar to Maoonry, uai.que aa kno ·.m t o lt~aona alone 
f or it • ate nowhere els8', tb&B. in our third degree ritual. 
A9 there otated, the moat superficial ox_.min...tion decl res 
it to be mo ot improbable, evcp imposwible na history, yet ita 
myatio~l nppeal to 11 who reeive it, i a oo conoidercble tru::.t 
eacn in hie o•'lll way, strives \o ~uoidate for himself, its 
meaning. Perhaps nothing in modep Fr 1;;emusonry has excited 
more attention aor occasioned more s i eculation that our legend 
of the third degree. 

I propose, therefore, to attempt for you a survey of the 
~ !.Jasonic papers written upon the aubjoot , as well as to 
outline ideas I huve formed about it e.i'ter an extended 
comparative s tudy of the BJ¥Steriee and legendary 11terliture3 
of ma.l\Y ancient peoples. ~hia latter s tudy bua perhaps been 
more helpful to me than m:f l!asonic rc~ding, in enteri~_into 
and appreciating the BJ¥st1c~l truths, eign1.ficant17 po~trayed 
by our myth, f or mzyth undoubtedly it is . . 

Let me at once remind you , that the value of l egendary 
:..nil ~otical narrative does not lie in ita being hiotory, but 
in its psyohologioal intluence upon us, affecting our outlook 
upon life generally, and therefore the qua11ty of our oubaequent 
conduct; etimulati~ us to effortilllig according to principles 
of life, which it po\rt~e by its narrative picture. 

Our Jey"th or legend i s not les s ve.luable bec~u~e 1~ makes 
ce1·tain a ssertions impossible in historical narrative, J,...et us 
at once admit that its hiatorical form i s but the gorb of biuc.en 
111ateriee of nature and ocionce whichonly become a1_ arent to 
thooe who seek and succeed in mnkiDB s ome advancement in whe.t 
we may term Real Kno ~ledge the Science of the Realities of Life, 
tLat which ~• designate "Masonic Knovledge" to distinguish 
it from t he f~cts of ordinary aocial1 oommercial1 religiou~ c.nd political living. 
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That said let us get dottn to our survey of the facts 
can be authenticated about the cyth. 

a. 

The legend of Hiram and the mc..nner of hie death, of his 
sopulture and raising ou.n be found (to da te) nowhere oloe but 
in the era:rt degree - a fact which should0 enhanoe its value 
to every t:~son - and the rituals of the 3 embodyillg it, 
appe.::..ra to have originated either in the 17th or 18th Cont~ea -
mo3t probably between 1720-30. tlbout the ao.me time the Rite 
of the Holy Royal Arch makes its firet public appearance in 
t:aaonio records, and muat be considered with our third degree 
which it claims to complete. The problem of the antiquity of 
the legend of IIiram baa thua beon raised, o.nd Mo.sonic Students 
have Bagerly SOU8ht to find ita source end origin. As I 
have already promioed, the quest ia still in progreoa, and 
tod83 opinions are divided into t wo groups. There are those 
.1ho foel that the story ca.me in outline from ancient times 
s one of the well kept secrets of the operative stone-craft 

or Gothic builders, c.nd was moulded into its present amplified 
form by the speoulativea of our premier Grand Lodge of 1717 
and there are others, who Ofl'¥ that the story was first fab~cated 
about that time, f or ~etioal ilnd even for political reasons. 

In the consideration of ~ome of these opinions, the 
importance to our ~t, of the opening deoadeo of the eighteenth 
century must be clearl.y_srasped. It i e the time of the founding 
of t he Grand Lodge of 1717. Then it was that the association 
of Freemasons with operative Gothic work had ceased, due to the 
dee~ of that s tyle of building, the atoneyard lodge was 
replaced by the tavern for gatherings, architects had largely 
separated from the Craftsmen who alone carried on t heir traditional 
meetings,and eru.d1t& non-operative brethren in grea ter and 
gro~ter number s aaaocia ted the:m3elves with tho members of the 
building craft. Masonic tr ditiono were thereby preserved from 
limb~, by a colleotion of recorda, and by setting out r.baonic 
tca cning in l ectures, in question and answer dialogue, and in 
the rituol. ! oras in ~hich we know it tod~y, more than mere 
preservation be11J8 effected in that it was amplified, enriched 
with correepondenoes from hermetic and Kabbalist sources and 
welded into the present complete syotem of three degrees. 

Students are now generally agreed that at the original 
meetings of Grand Lodge a t the Goose and Gridiron in 1717, only 
one dogrea was known and pre.otieed, that between 1717-20, .iben, 
by or der of Grand Uaetor, Geo . Payne, olla.rgen and genernl 
regulations were collected und edited, a 3econd degree was made 
by dividing the original. one, and the F.C. ae distinct from 
the E. A. degree appears. 

The n.M. degree was not uaed before 1722 , - though we find 
some mention of a "MQotors Part" probably not the degree at all, 
but akin to the work done in inotalliDg our Masters 1n the Chair.­
there appears opposition to its adoption, !Llld there were needed 
visito of instructors fro• London, to secure its Knowledge, ita 
acceptance and its usage . 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



9. 

Some &ver that Dr. Desagulier wrote up the r1tua1 of . 
this new 3 , and t borefore the legend possibly a aaioted in bis 
task, by the Grand Secretary, Dr. Anderson, and by other learned 
bretllron, while others auggest that the legend was already in 
e~stenoe and we.a merely incorporated by the compiler of the 
3 , who made it the basis of its teachiJ>B. Among these are 
aome who consider that Elias Ashmole i.Jx\rcntcti the legend about 
1660. The truth of this may however never be establiohed, for 
unfortunately about 1720, oertain brethren, anxi.oua perhaps 
about these lnnovutiona of revising apeoulativest whose presence 
and importance in the Ora.ft were doubtles6 viewed with peraonal 
distrust and disfavour, to proserve ma.sonic knowledge from 
publicity, burnt maey valuable records - u lose which the Crai't 
still deplores. 

The :fact emerges then, that our 3° came into existence about 
1720 c.nd with it the legend of the olain Maotor as we now have it. 
Can we trace the legend to a time prior to 1720? Is there even 
a bare mention of it, or hint to it in literature, masonic or 
otherwise prior to 1720? 

Now the traditional history oonsiats of a loosely connected 
aeries of legendal7 episodes, carrying the history of the Craft 
from before the Flood to the reign of King Atheletan. The 
origin of the aeven Liberal Sciences is ascribed to the :tour 
children of '"!.ale~ who ensured their survival after the Flood, 
by engraving them on two great pillars • 

The nerl aoene ia the building o:f the Tower of -abel, after 
which we aretold how Abraham introduced the Or~t into Egypt, 
and ~olid'll e.me a "wortey acholnr" e.nd did much to organise 1 t. 
Thence it was carried by the Children of Israel to the Land of 
Promise, where the Temple was its great achievement. 

The Craft is next traced to France brolJ8ht by a curious 
Mo.son "eynon" who had been at the buil.dlngo.f K.S.T. and there 
Charles Martell gave it royal patronage. It flourished in 
England under st. Alban, who improved the pa;y of the Mason, and 
the history ends with an account of the great aaaeably held at 
York Ed.ioa, aon of K.Athelatan, at which a book of Charges, b oed 
on existing customs and usages o:f the Craft was drawn up, and 
ordered to be read to every Mason when ~de. 
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It i e difficult indeed to trace even LodB83 lot alone our 
legond prior to 1700, fort unfort1.·· .: '-oly! very 11 ttle 11 tera.ture 
of Hoaom-y prior to tbia cta te io still n exiatonoe , and this 
cons i ots almo3t entirely of Fabric Rolls of groatbuildings, 

10. 

Account Dooka , Stonoa of Duilders, ritoa ~na. ouotomsl Gild mentions, 
and the sooallod "Anoiont Charges". ~hoae last, 1 ke the Resiue 
JJSS of 1390, the Yorke llSS. t he Sohaw St atutes, aet out points for 
obodianoe by ' atora und Appronticea, the story (U!Jually} o"! the 
four oro\mod t:artyrs, a trudi tional h1atoriJ of tho Craft from 
children of Lameoh to the tower of Babel through Egypt and Euclid, to 
Europe by Clwrlea J.lartel and the t10 pillurs and so to our own country 
by Athelatan or Mwin of York in Saxon timea s e.ndcm outline of the 
seven liberal arto and sciences . A copy of the "Ancient Charges" 
became tho warrant pf the early lodges o:r t he Craft. In none 
ho.1avcr i o the death of tho builder mentioned, tbugh 11. A.B. is held 
by some t o be referred to under tho archaic opelling of ~ne, Aman, 
Dynon, .Ayman and the like. 

Again t he s tory of Iliram io not ocriptur , oome sq t hat he 
i s not mentioned in Holy ';lrit, f or the verses of Cbroniolea aJ.l.oged 
to refer to him are capable of V$r:f oon:tliotin6 intorprct ationa, 
while Josepl.u ; tolls ua that t he Arohitect of the Temple at J, 
retired to tyre and died t here a t a ripe old age. 

The efforts of our brethren even to give definite historical 
antiquity to Iliraa himself, have proved unavailing, all it remains still 
£or some private library in the world aomewhere to diogorge the 
oolution of the origin and source of tho legend about him. 
Bro. n.o. de Lafontaine perhaps beat voices current feeling on the 
matter when he remarksin one of bis papers- "The 1nclua1on of the 
legend as not contemplated in t he original schece of Speculative 
·~aonry, but the promoters t horoof riore confronted withit, hen 

progreonion waa me.de towards union 11th Operative Uasons". In 
sup_>ort of this , he points out that " The London Section o"! the 
Worshipful Sooioty of Fracmaoona, Wc...l.lers, Slaters, Pa.r1ora, 
Pl aiaterera,and Bricklayer3" have attempted to revive the per:form:ance 
of the IIirumic legend in the manner in 1hioh 1 t 1e said to bave 
been enacted once a year by Operativos in their atoneya.rds. The 
drama, he oaya, is simple. Lots are cnot for t he execution of the 
murder, its scene ia depicted, discovery followo, thencoused appear 
before x.s. and a.re oonclemned. But the drama is u3ed by them 
solely aa a yon:rly festival play, o.nd not ~or the purpooes of r - - - --­
a candidate ae we use it. 

This suggests that t he legend may have been uoed vofore 1720, 
and those quotations from oxpoae litera ture aloo point to the 
same fact . In "U~oonry Disnected" publiohed in 1730 this 
dial.oGUe occu.rsc-

Q. iloN was ll- - - ro.iaed? A. 

Q. II0 11 1o that? A. 

Aa al1 other Leo a.re when they 
rcco1 ve the Ilc.storb ·1ord. 
Dy the F.P.O;l'. 

Agn.in in "The Ma.son' c Exnw1mt1on" published in 172'3 in 
"The Flying Poat" at the same time a s Andcr3on' o First Book of 
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Conot1tut1oJ1B, the o...mid .... to boiD6 admittod !leyoc-
0 - ~\n ontorod U ..... son I lw.vo boon 

D Uld J. I have aocn 
Follo.v I .10.s mvorn oo· t rare 

And kDoH the Aatlor, D1o.oond e.nt1 S" .re, 
I l:no ' th ' otor ' o n . .rt !ul 1011, 
Ao hone3t Ian~hb1n 1ill you toll . 

to .;hioh tho t~ otor JJ..J::o roplyc-

?J . If a .r . you ·,:;ould bo 
oboerve you hll tho Rule o:f Three 
And nllat you want in M~oonry 
Thy · k aD1 l!auehbin o ..koe three rroc. 

ll . 

tt ould ooom that tho R. of tbr o ( ..,.r .I. n.I •• T. t!IUl ll. A. D. ) 
~m1. tho oett1?1£$ o:r t he tbroo deerooo Ii th thoir CJ'ftlboliorn '- n d J 

ere 1011 eot:ib1iohed by 1723, too well indood f'ortha J.oeond. to be 
of but reoont ootrj)1lat1on. 
, helve been tho expl~JJationo for the 0.1> .. oar..mce of th lee end in 

our C::-!.ft, but they c...n bo reduced to three typoo. Dro . lle:!tt.ll hae 
bly o.dvt::.nood tho -c;umcnts urcod by I:l!ll1Y ~ho holtl to the .wln:lolew:i 

tlloory. Theao ro in :f uvour of tho legend b 1 n'"i tton up on the 
b .... Jea of tho Anoio* eyotcrics by Llia Aahcole t .. bout 1650 for Poli ti cal 
reacona. IIo outlinon that Aahmolc, boi~n Liobfiold 1617, .Alcheclot, 
aotroiocor t!.nl oo~avoured, nooior\lcian, ont =ad cilitery oervice 
of r..illG Charloo of ~tyr-L\ .. J:00 1 tb.:.t ho e.a p!"oaont Hi tb tho Grm.y 
ct Ox:!ord o.nd 1oroeater, rotired to Ohe3hire 1646 nd wuo Initiated a 
F. • at ft~llt;ton, returned to London to boooce the e1coce nooociate 
o:f' ouch C!:inont mon ..:.o c~uel PJpya c.nJ John Evelyn t 11e Clia.riots , 
l:obert ylo tho ociontiot , • Lilly t ho _ati-oloeci· _.nd Isaak 71' ... l ton 
of "Coo .10 ... t angler" fume . 

l t tho Rootor t1on ho becc.me ~indoor Horu.e 1 tor ro:ruoed the 
.:>ffico of Gc.rtor l'"..ill8 of }..rmo". Ilo be u thod all hie oollootiona 
to Oxford, ·.1 o ml oti vo I : ... oon in Lo · on1 ro;/ 11 ot who planned 
the rotu:..rn of "'~he r..1~. 

!Ie diod i n 1692 o?lly ~ fe~1 oars boforo tho .foundins of our premier 
Grand Lod0o . It 1 claicod !or him that ho oonoaived tho idea 
of ctJ._-1?)3 Ch....J. .. les, the conti .. a.l i'iaure of n new ">1ythoo", undor the 
guise of l.lira.J:l . ':7he l.mu"W?.80 of ayobolico ha~ over boon uuod to 
conoo a truth in ~ e b of ooocing innooonco, to ~.nl!o ~p· al to 
popular f cy nd £ool1DB Ulld to JOint icprenuivo end abidin..; lo~~ona . 

I n tho story of n._.D. tho acme sen.sea o~ 103 and exrootancy 
ovokod aa in tho otorioo 0£ tho L.inaly Oairls of EeYPt 1 a.nd of ~ng 
Arthur of Dr1 t....in, of . hom Ton:eyoon .1rOte -------

"Ile paooes to be r..tns %lG the dea4 
And t..fter hocl.1 ,.. ot hio ¢avouo ound 
Ile COl!lO 0 i;d,n" • 
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12 . 

The oame expectancy oun bo foatored or the Stuart Cha.rloa - t he 
analoc;uiee among Hiram, Osi.fia and llorcia and Chc.rlee, f ther and eon 
u-o very strikine. &.oh io a fallen master, murdered of vill ins, 
indecentl y inten:ed, in e._oh c ..... se a secret is loot .. .nd io sorro .vfully 
sought.- t he nooret of Kingohip in tho ca se of Ch.u-lea - in o~h t here 
i s a r aisinc again ~nd reunion with the former companions of his 
rule• the widow' a eon restores the splerulour of the f ormer ot a te. 

It i o 1-no;m thnt ma.ey promincntJucobi tea in the timoe of the 
"Pretenders" were active J~c.sons, that l.:uaonio 1'iring t> the King 
"over the water" was practised, and that Continental U&sonry hae been , 
not unrighteously suspect of political intrigue ... nd fluvour, ... nd 
tbua JllBl'.J3 1!-sons aro moved to feel the legend m~ have had aoce 
such origin f or the political pur, oee auooeoofully a coompliohed in 
1660, but not sust ained as the events of 1715 £..lld 1745 uhow. 

:Bro. &.lee , with ~ others, appro ohea the matter differently. 
Ila oonaider e t ho story from the points of its historical enormities. 
Would a curder be oonaiderod vithin the precincts of the incompleted 
~emple of Solomon, could it be ena.otod t here in secrecy at high 
boon, uhy waa a fixed day named for the F.C. to J. were there three 
entrances or only one to the temple, bow could the oeoret known of 
three be loot by the de~th of one, end was it poaaible either to 
r aise tho doad Hiram on the F. P.O.P. or to bury it near t he S. S. 
of the Jews , oo adverse to D.l'zything ~loahly and m~in or near 
their sacred edifice? no , the story is only the librett o of a 
r eligious drama the aotiDB originally being mummery s in the old 
niystory playa, like "Everyman" and the Townley Cycle and York Plays, 
and nothing no remainsbut our verbal a ooount of it - besides , the 
vlimax of tho whole thing liee in the raising of the representative 
not in the de~th of the ~aster. It io the story of tho Sun in his 
yearly progreoa , that glorious luminary of mi ddn.y splendour ri eing 
in the E..tst to di!:fuae light and gladness to man as t auabt in the 
t wo first degrees. ~t its oeoret power ie destroyed, once in each 
year, the villains beillg the months October, november , December. 
Thooe who raise it again to atrell6th are Jo.nuary,Pebru.ary und March, 
aooiatod by t he f ive P.O. F. - April, May, June, July and Auguot. 

Thia conception typifies tho work of such s tudents as Fazer of 
"Golden :Bough" renown, who reduce all ley'ths and Antient rites to a 
symbolism of the .Agriaultural Deity. 

R....gon, a oontinegtal Lic.son and prolific ·1r1 tar decli:..res that 
ole drew up the 3 ceremo~ modelled upon...~ ancie~swsieries 

P..avo:t__i_,, as wore all the other ~ateriee of Pho.enicia 1 
' en· a.no. even Ind:fa. · 

Also, certain aocalled"Egyptian Myatoriee" were promulgated by 
Csglioetro end othore about the time of the legendh appearanoe , und 
one of its degrees depicted the dead Osiris mourned in the I~l of 
Death. 
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u. 
The Candidate is questioned as to hie complicity in t he murder 

d aboolved from all eharein his death. He is then givon a 
blow, made to reprosont Oa1ria1 and r a ieed a s Iloria tho widow- I oia' 
son, t he avenger of his f ather o wrongs and the one r1ho restores 
b13 beneficent rule. This would appear to be the source of 
inspiration of our legend 1hether it comea from the pen of Aahmole 
in 1650, of Deaagul.iers in 1720 or of some still. unrecognised 
l ee.med brother. 

To me, its writing in ite present form appears impoaJible, out 
of an a&• in whiwh the prime interest of its scholars is the 
wisdom of the ancients and the aetapbyeio of human life and existence 
SUch an age could only have beon in Englund since 1600, 'Rhen the 
full effect of the Kenaisaanoe had lifted man here from his "Dark 
Ages" to metaphysical speculation ~a our literature generall1 
attests, and tho Reformation permitted auoh freedom of thought 
that llasons \70uld toler te t he m;yateries other than Christian. 
Thus unleao the legend can be diocovei·ed 1n t he li tcrature of 
t he first Century or thereebouts, it is more than likely to have 
originated in th~ yee.rs bct ~een 1600 und say 1700. 

I will pass by Jill.ll\f variants of the story, in \lhich ~ 
interes ting und curious otatements occur ouch a s the naming of the 
assassins as Giblo, Gibla and Giblum or Jubalo, Jubolla, Jubellum, 
the hiding of tho body amid the rubbioh of the eite etc. e.nd 
conclude the survey with a quotation from the paper of an eminent 
Du.toh lfu.aon, Bro. w.n. Donier Van der Gon, Yhich helps uo in 
arriving at very real value of the legend. 

In trying to set forth the meaning of the 3°, we must go 
baok to the rites of antiquity and to the initiations o~ the 
midd1e ages "he says". In m.a.ey ages and lands , we find a eystom 
of throe at cpa or degreoe, pourtraying spiritual growth of 
man and his progress towards perfection. Sometimes there nro 
more than threo, but they all can be reduced to three. 

Tho first s tep hna t o do Tith the baeio mor n.lity underlying 
manhood, upon which character reets. 

The second deala vith the culture of the intellect. These 
degrees teach nothl.ng tlu:..t may not be known by a good man in the 
outor world. 

The third step io different, it h o t o do with the profound 
~otery of bum. nity .... nd the most daring adventure of the aoul" . 
He points out too that in the Holland world.Dg of one lodge the 
Candidate advances to be obliga ted "backwards" aa if retiring 
int o hiaself , hie eyes still looking towards the ~orld of 
ordinary affal.re in which he has already become eote.bli~hed in 
strength. 

Here is a hint t o the finding of the Centre, the Knowing of 
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onoaelt>, the using of the Compass oecond point, the retirement 
111 thin the darkneeo visible to find and be the vital and iDl!lortal. 
prinoiple buries in the aublimary ubode-our intelligent natures. 
So the third degree according to the usages of all the ancient 

mysteries ao.rke a mystio event in human life the progre~o of men 
from an old eell to which he dies, hio ro.ioill8 to a hic;her living 
ealfhood of true Maatorahip, aoieted thereto by ob~orvation &nd 
aoceptanoe of true pointo or principloa of fellowship. 

t:aaonry ia thue showing to be the modern guioe of the Ancient 
Mysteries. Ito legend of the third dog1•eo closely oorreaponds 
w1 th the legends of Osiris, Dio~aiua, lU. thras, Cbri.;t. The 
tea ching and intontion of the rituuls a.re identical-death and 
rebirth, loaa n.nd finding, trans~utation of life from psyche­
level to opirit hoight are dramatically presented to poi nt t he 
wa;y to a spiring human1 ty. 
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NOTE- Ragon. s.n. Vol • 285. 

"Mo.sonry roato upon 3 fundamental. degrees , the triple duty of 

a ma son i s t o study whence he comes, what he ie, and .hither he 

goes; the study that is of God, of himself, and of the f uture 

tran~formation." Ho.sonic Initia tion fUB modelled on tbut of t he 

lesoer myeteries. The 3° was one uaed both in E~t b.lld India 

from time immemorial, und the remembrance of it lingers to this 

d.81 in every lodge, under the nwno of the death and resurrection 

of lliram Abif:f, the "Widow' s Son". In Egypt the l atter was called 

Oairia , In India "Loka-C!lakshu (~• of tlle world) <.tlld"Dmakara 

(day-maker) or the SUn.- end the rite itself was everywhere named 

the "G te (\f De th". The coffin, or aarcophagea, 6f Osi~i::; , 

killed by Typhon Vias brought in and plaoed in the middle of the 

Hall of the Dead with the Initia tes all round it and the canclidate 

near by. Tho lattor was asked whether he had pa.rtioipnted in 

the murder end notwithstanding his denial, and ci:rter sundry and 

very hard trials, the Initiator :feiened to strike him on the head 

with a hatchets he was thrown down, swathed in bandages like a 

JDUJDmj", and wept over. Then caae lightllning and thunder, t he 

supposed oorpae was surrounded by five and was finully raised. 

Ragon speaks of a rumour that charged the Emperor Comt.odua -

when he waa alone enacting thatpart o~ tho Initiator - with havine; 

played this part in the initiatory drama so seriously that he 

actually killed the postulant when dealing him the blow. This 

shows the lesser myat oriea had not quite died out in tho second 

century A. D. 

(It al3o oonnacts Hiram with the SUn-
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•• 
~e have now made a rapid survey or the hiator7 ot the 3° and 

its legend aa tar aa it 1e lmown, and of the Uasonio literaturo advanoec 
1n explanation or the legend . \,e have noted that both the degNe 
and the legend are cloimod to be new to tho naaonio &1Stem 1n the 
J'881' 1720 ,, that there waa dll'riculty 1n got ting the dogree 
lmown and accepted by the Cratt , and that eminent uaaona of the 
16th and 17th oentui-J have been held to be tboir author . /e renliae · 
too that t here la no direct evidence o~ any legend ot H. H. B. nmmig the 
operators , though possibly theF . P. O. P. \TOre practised - na t hoy 
woll could be apart from the ceNmony or raising, and when we f'ind 
the legend we are informed b7 those who aeok to explain ita preaence 
1n our Craft , that it 1a baaed upon the Ancient 19teriea which 
waa not the traditional aaonry ot the oper a 41v a . .1ore - there 1• 
evidence thnt brethren desiring pure and ancient ' onry, among 
both" llodernan of Premier G. L. and t he "Antients " of tho Atholl Fr terrdq 
were dist urbed by the presence of both tho 3° nnd tho Royal Arch Rite,, 
until the Ulion or the Grand Lodges 1n 1813, when tho s e cond article 
or Union was needed to declare and pronounce "that pure and Ancient 
Ma1onr1 conaista or three degi-eea and no more viz those or the E. A. 
the F . C. and the J . 1 • including the Supreme Order ot the H.R . Arch. " 

Thus today, unless there can be found some ancient trace of' the 
legend 1n the operative Cratt , we are compelled to aclmowledne, 
another line or doacent ot Uaaonic truth into our ayatem, and to 
modify the operatives conoept1<m ot Uaaanry, which wa• Oeomotry, 
to become ours today. 

U the legend waa compiled in t he 16th and 17th centurJ' - I have 
no doubt it waa put 1n it• present guise then - the one who did lt 
did the work ao well, that it appears to be derived from antiquity. 
It rings true to the plan of every nyth of' the oient 111J11teriea and 
1ncultatea oorreopond!ng teach1.nga . It is t here that a t udy ~ 
com.parativo roligious,syobolisms, r 1tos comes to our aid. 

For consider the grave of Hirno and the raisins of the 
repreaentntive or the mater . It 1a a 1onderrul addendium to the 
trad1t 1onnl history that mat es t he " l ater Spirit" to be buried 
1n the pineal centre . - uote ritual . -

ny. 

(a) Cent re• - Correapond with Rovn •• Deacartea 1n 1650. 
( b) Vital and immortal pr1no1ple . 
( '1) Rn1a1ng - a becoming conac1aua on a more than juat rational 

All thia ia pre Christian and while camlng bJ' way or Christendom 
veiled in Christain imagery, oomsa alao along line• or 1al1an-1medan 
Culture to form the oosea of hermot1o and Kabballat oulta 1n tbe 16th 
century. 
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I I 

Again oQXUlider - ThQ dflrlmeaa visible - and the bright morning star • 
(a J ~~ JOhn - Lignt shining 1n darkness, the darlmeaa 

comprehending it not . 
(b) Christ the bright mom1ng star - 1• the "Chr1at 1n you• 

or St Paul - the LfJBtlo Christ. 
( y) Bgnrt;ian • The Gothto cycle - Sirius the dog star - which wa• attorwarda used aa the aJrri>ol of Christ. 

Also ccna1der • 

The w1dow•a son - brethren to H.A.B. 
The lhlater alam • and roised . 
The secret lost - despite being lalown to 

tTro others • 

fother nature 1n 
t ravn11 give• bitth 
to hiuher mnhood. 

Thero is not hing pnrtioulnr t o the 16th nnd 17th centur7 1n a ll 
this . 

It la all Kno1ledge am tenchln6 of lat century ot Christian Era 
and before . Had it originated t hen nnd beon re expressed, re-edited 
1n say 1650 we could have expected to have it 1n its present f'orm. 
Tho:re 1s however the veil ot seoroc7 upan the matter. But bre thren 

e have tho legend, highly prize it• teaoh1nga, it la unique to 
masonry - t hough we evidently may not lalow how e come by it, 
though we may not lmo 1 its writor, does that matter - we still 
draw hope b9om the wonder 6t it• setting, we still find it holpi'ul 
and comtort1ng, inspiring 1n our l1vea . 

ln conclusion one thought - What 111 that gl'eat foroe operating 
amid humanity through the agea, who baa weaned l2lll tram rrom primitive 
savagery to culturod civlliaationT rhat ha• kept man and 11 keeping 
him trm reverting to type - back to hia homoanJ!IDAn stock. Since 
2000 B. C. it has been the 1117Bter1ea . 

Said Cioero the Roman orator speald.nf of' the Elensn1can 1tea 
"f Athena ot which he -• an initiate . UUch ha• goodl7 Athena 
given to man, but nothing gl'eater than her I:IJ'Bterlee, by ich man 
1a weaned from nigged barbarism to rnir c1t1zenah1p. and trail 
despair and woe to bright promlae or ta1r tuturit7 and 1mmortal1t7. 
This la true of all J1l19terie•, this 1a true ~ lla•Gnr'J'. It 1a 
bard to calculate the o1v1l1a1ng intluenoe or aacmryupon Europe 
and Dr1ta1n, ditricult to eatilmlte 1te power 1n the oauae or brotherl7 
understanding and peace . A r.ernan ma1 throw ott the Hebraic gu1ae 
ot our legondar1 h istory and symbol1am, and replace them with m a 
treeh sarment of pz-esent at1cm. But if tho spirit of the 1!1J9teriea be 
quickened , thereb7 barriers of national ioolnt1on no / bo1ng doveloped 
Trill tucble down, ond \Ulivorsal benovolonce. charit y and place will 
ultimately prevail . As for ouraelvea, e ore suro t hat our aonry 
unlocks f or us the pr1nc1plea or true mnl1neaaJ aolmowlodge our 
brothorhood or Hiram tho 1d0tr•s son - our brother mnn overywhere, 
~e practice the t rutha of the logend or t.ho 3o . 
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